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Open Access is about free and direct access 
to scholarly information. Open Access to a 
publication means that it is freely accessible 
on the web. 

At Aarhus University you can create open 
and direct access to your publications by 
uploading them as full texts in PURE. This 
folder describes how. When a publica­
tion is uploaded, it will be displayed on the 
researcher’s personal website, while at the 
same time being harvested by Google and 
other search engines.

Aarhus University recommends that all its 
researchers make their publications available 
via Open Access. Aarhus University has opted 
for Green Open Access. 

Open Access (OA) 
Open Access is an important tool that allows you 
to make your scholarly publications more visible 
and accessible online

This model does not influence the peer 
review process in any way and does not 
preclude publication in a journal. What is 
new is that concurrently with publication, 
access is ensured to either a preprint or 
postprint version of the article. Open Access 
is therefore a supplement to traditional 
publication in journals and books.  

It is also possible to upload works which are 
not usually published. Open Access can thus 
contribute to drawing attention to scholarly 
production which is otherwise not published. 
For example, the university recommends that 
you upload your PhD thesis.
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The advantages of providing full-text 
access to your research are many

•• Your publications can be read sooner as the 
traditional publication process often takes 
a long time.

•• Your publications will reach a wider audi­
ence as Open Access requires no subscrip­
tion to journals.

•• Recognition of your work will increase 
thanks to Aarhus University’s involvement 
in Danish and international networks.

•• Scholarly publications in the universities’ 
electronic repositories may enjoy a citation 
advantage.  The extent to which this is 
the case varies from one academic field to 
another.

•• Your personal website will be updated 
when you register your publications, with 
links being provided from the registrations 
to full-text versions.

•• You contribute to an attractive research 
environment.

International awareness  
of Open Access

Internationally, foundations and research 
councils are increasingly recommending that 
research findings be made available via Open 
Access or even make funding conditional 
upon Open Access publication. For example, 
the European Research Council recommends 
that research funded by the EU be made 
available via Open Access.

Why make your  
publications available  
as Open Access?
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Professor  
Carsten Tanggaard  
says
 
“Open Access is an important instrument 
in the democratisation of access to 
knowledge. Universities are funded by 
society, and we should be paying society 
back by making our research publicly 
available.  Open Access is also important 
because it counteracts the trend towards 
the monopolisation and commercialisa­
tion of knowledge.

 Open Access gives access to research 
results prior to journal publication. This 
is particularly important within the 
social sciences, where the process from 
the first version of an article until final 
publication can be very long – often 
taking years.”
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“As head of the Institute of Clinical 
Medicine, I must recommend the Open 
Access initiative. It should, of course, be 
balanced with a desire to continue to use 
the usual publication channels.

However, a lot of scholarly work is pro­
duced and never published. Pregraduate 
research student theses and PhD theses 
have a difficult time of it in the conven­
tional publication system. In so far as  
it does not prevent the publication of 

original works, making these theses 
much more widely available to the re­
search community is thus of tremendous 
importance. Moreover, they may pave 
the way for far more up-to-date teach­
ing than any activities based solely on 
textbooks.

I am therefore fully in favour  
of Aarhus University’s initiative.”

Professor 
Jens Christian Djurhuus, dr.med.,  
says
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When registering your research in PURE, you 
can supplement the bibliographical data with 
a digital version of your publications. You can 
also attach files with data, images, sound etc.

You attach your full-text file to your regis­
tration by selecting “Add document” under 
“Documents and links”.
 

If you want to attach an article published 
in an English-language journal, you will in 
many cases be able to obtain information 
about the journal’s Open Access policy from 
SHERPA-RoMEO. Activating SHERPA-
RoMEO in the left-hand margin will provide 
information about the journal in question.

By attaching a full-text file to your PURE 
registration, you are at the same time 
ensuring central archiving of your research.

Full-text files are attached  
via PURE. How do you do it?
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Aarhus University supports Open  
Access
Aarhus University recommends that “the 
university’s research scientists and scholars 
ensure free accessibility to scholarly publi­
cations. The university therefore supports the 
Open Access initiative, which will both lead 
to more effective use of the university’s many 
scholarly publications and also strengthen 
the university’s international position and 
impact.”

Copyright and scholarly  
publications
In connection with Open Access publication, 
you must be aware of copyright issues. 
Firstly, you must respect the rights of other 
copyright holders, and secondly, you should 
be aware of possibilities for Open Access 
when negotiating contracts with publishers.

Many publishers allow you to deposit your 
publications in institutional repositories. On 
the website: SHERPA/RoMEO Home – Pub­
lisher copyright policies & self-archiving, 
which you will also find in connection with 
PURE registration, you can read more about 
the policies of individual publishers.

In other cases, special agreements can be 
made with the publishers. Remember that 
unless otherwise agreed, you as the author 
hold the copyright to your work. 

Visit the university’s website  
on Open Access
On the university website (http://medarbej­
dere.au.dk/openaccess) you can read more 
about Open Access and who to contact if you 
have any queries.
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