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The Origins



Cold-War landscape archaeology in SE Bulgaria



2012 - 2022: FAIMS Mobile 2.6

● Open-source, generalized system for offline field data collection
● github.com/FAIMS/faims-web
● github.com/FAIMS/faims-android

https://github.com/FAIMS/faims-web
https://github.com/FAIMS/faims-android


Generalized for Fieldwork Across Disciplines
FAIMS Codebase

● Developed for archaeology, adopted in linguistics, 
history, ecology and geochemistry

● Customizable == needs to be customized



Full Mobile GIS offline

● Legacy raster and vector loading and rendering (spatialite+nutiteq) 
● Creation and editing of spatial, structured, free data with multimedia
● E.g. https://github.com/faims/burial  

https://github.com/faims/burial


FAIR spatial data in the Field

● F1: Unique identifiers & human alias
● F2: Project and record-level 

metadata
● A: mediated access
● I: Ontologies? Standards!
● R: Rich metadata and licensing



2023-2024 FAIMS3 

● Now also with a Graphic User Interface



2022 - 2023 Pilot Project

Developing and testing field-data capture systems 

https://github.com/FAIMS/Aarhus-shelters-faims-2.6

FAIMSv26 FAIMS3

Sources:
● List of addresses
● Photo of a map with pins!

https://github.com/FAIMS/Aarhus-shelters-faims-2.6


Shelter monitoring April 2023

● Map and document visible shelters’ condition, 
accessibility, and present use

● Offline app essential; people take lots of photos!



FAIMS: Rich and integrated spatial data

● Is analysis-ready!
● Spatial formats (csv, kml, shp, geojson)
● Multimedia, structured data and 

annotations written across these files

Walker K (2023). mapboxapi: R Interface to 
'Mapbox' Web Services. R package version 0.5.3.



March 2022: responding to a colleague's requestApril 2021 developing "Bunker app" for data 
capture student activities in Spatial Analytics

Moving to  “Where’s the nearest shelter?” app



MELICA: The Birth of Digital History Project



MELICA: The Plan

We start in 2024
Year 1: digital archive creation, field data 
capture, data streamlining and 
enrichment

Year 2: textual and spatial analysis 

Year 3: simulation and dissemination
 



MELICA: Research Objectives

1: Reconstruct the everyday experience of 
individuals living in Cold-War Aarhus:  a 
militarization of everyday life or ‘normalization’ of 
war?

2: Identify the gap between how Cold-War civil 
defense was conceptualized at the national level 
and delivered at the local level in Aarhus, Denmark

3: Evaluate civil defense effectiveness by 
simulating a shelter drill in silico, identifying 
weak points and stakeholders in civil defense 
planning.

 

FUNDED 

AT 75%

https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/
records/000137027

https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000137027
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000137027


Then 

https://www.aarhusarkivet.d
k/records/000303778

https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/record
s/000303780

https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk
/records/000303853

https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303778
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303778
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303780
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303780
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303853
https://www.aarhusarkivet.dk/records/000303853


Now

https://demo.pedestal3d.com/r/K1IPA7-wVN

https://demo.pedestal3d.com/r/K1IPA7-wVN


● How was the local civil-defense conceptualized and 
implemented? Who is protected? Who is left out?

● The friction between local geography and the national guidelines

What is the efficacy of this civil-defense network, really?
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Thank you :)

Comments? Questions? Write to:

adela@cas.au.dk

rosanna.farboel@cas.au.dk

mailto:adela@cas.au.dk
mailto:rosanna.farboel@cas.au.dk

