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What and why Open Access?
WHAT?
Open access is a publishing model for scholarly communication 
that makes research information available to readers at no cost.

WHY?
• Visibility
• Reuse 
• Costs 
• Societal value

"Our mission of disseminating knowledge is only half complete 
if the information is not made widely and readily available to 
society." (Berlin declaration, 2003)
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The national OA strategy
Vision: 
To create free access for all citizens, researchers and 
companies to all research articles from Danish research 
institutions financed by public authorities and/or private 
foundations.

Targets: 
From 2025 onwards, there should be unimpeded digital 
access for all to all peerreviewed scientific articles from 
Danish research institutions – with a maximum 12- month 
embargo. 
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AU’s Open Access policy
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Aarhus University supports the idea of the 
national Open Access strategy and strives to 
create free access for all citizens, researchers 
and companies to research publications 
produced as part of research conducted at AU.
The University's researchers are encouraged to 
ensure that the public has unrestricted digital 
access to peer-reviewed research articles. 

– Open Access policy, Aarhus University



Types af OA

november 2023

Green OA
• Advantage: Free, reach & downloads
• Disadvantage: Not as “neat” & 

possibly embargo period

Gold OA
• Advantage: Same layout as final 

publication & no embargo period
• Disadvantage: APC payment 

Diamond OA
• Advantage: Same layout as final 

publication, free & no embargo period
• Disadvantage: Not many journals to 

choose from



KB, AU and OA
 The Royal Danish Library (KB) handles 

local library operations and services on 
behalf of AU.

KB is also delegated to negotiate 
national licenses and administration of 
licenses.

KB’s local administrative OA support 
consists of two phases (GREEN OA):

1. Based on data and metadata from 
external sources

2. Obtain accepted manuscripts from 
researchers and upload in PURE
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Open Access Indicator
The Open Access Indicator (OAI) level measures OA in 3 categories

1. Realised: Free access and download from the internet without payment 
or user registration.

2. Unused: Cannot be freely accessed on the internet one year after 
publication, although it is published in a journal that allow OA.

3. Blocked: Cannot be freely accessed on the internet one year after 
publication and is published in a journal that does not allow OA.

The OAI calculation:
―Includes research publications with a 2-year delay
―In order to account for embargo periods of up to 12 months
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AU compared to other universities
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 The national ambition for 
2023 is 82%
 national average is 69%
AU 59% -> last in class.

AU has had a steady 
increase from 26% in 
2018 to 59% in 2023.

 There are significant 
differences compared to 
other universities, 
especially regarding 
unused OA.



Differences between faculties
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No. of 
publications

Blocked
in %

Unused in 
%

Realised
in %

OA level 2023 
(national level in 
parenthesis)

604 (1.748)30 (27)13 (13)57 (60)Arts

940 (2.650)25 (27)15 (13)60 (60)BSS

2.964 (13.446)17 (15)22 (13)61 (72)Nat/Tech

3.288 (11.642)8 (6)35 (26)57 (68)Health



How can we further improve OA?
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1. Seek inspiration from OA practices at other universities

2. Change workflows between AU & The Royal Library

3. Influence publishing behavior

– Management support of necessity of OA 

considerations

– More communication and awareness efforts from 

The Royal Library

– More Diamond OA?



Thank you for 
listening!
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